
As you will know, the government has asked for schools to prepare for the phased reopening of schools from 1st June at the 

earliest, if conditions are appropriate and it is safe to do so. 

We have been working hard to plan for the reintroduction of our Nursery, Reception Year, Year 1 and Year 6 in line with gov-

ernment advice. The safety of our pupils, parents and staff is our number one priority when considering our provision going 

forward. Many changes will be put into place and the school will look and feel different to what our pupils are used to and it 

is important to discuss this with your child when preparing them for a return to school. 

We have put this pack together to best prepare parents and pupils for the changes we have had to implement in light of the 

risk of Covid-19. 

We appreciate that it is a lengthy document, but we urge you to take the time to read through and make sure you are famil-

iar with all the information enclosed. As ever, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email the office, Mrs 

Huntington or your class teachers. We are contactable and ready to support you in any way that we can.   

As soon as confirmed, the school will send a more detailed return to school plan.  Our plans, risk assessments and amended 

policies are due to be agreed at our governors’ meeting on 27.5.20. 

Section 1- School Numbers 

As stated above, schools are expected to provide places for Nursery (primarily for children aged 3 and 4), Reception, Year 1 

and Year 6. At the same time, we need to continue our provision for children of critical workers. Attendance at this time is 

not compulsory and there will be no penalty for non-attendance of any pupil.  

 In order to keep all of our staff and pupils safe, it is imperative that we reduce contact between people as much as possible 

to reduce transmission of any virus present. Government guidelines state that we must keep pupils in small, consistent 

groups that do not mix with other groups. The size of the groups will differ depending on the age group. For example, Year 6 

children are able to understand the concept of social distancing much better than a nursery child and so we may be able to 

have a group of 10-15 year 6 children but we will have to cap nursery numbers at a much lower number. Obviously, with so 

many year groups eligible to come to school and then split into much smaller groups, space is at an absolute premium and it 

is not possible to accommodate everyone at once. Therefore, children who are eligible to attend may be asked to come to 

school on a rota system. This may be a one week on/one week off system or perhaps allocated days. This will entirely depend 

on the number of children who choose to take up their place. 

It may be necessary for us to prioritize different groups of pupils in order for us to keep the number of children in school 

down. The first priority will be to vulnerable children and children of key workers and then as follows: 

1. Nursery children (aged 3 & 4) 

2. Reception 

3. Year 1 

4. Year 6 

If we are asked to open to the school to all pupils later on, then part time classes will be inevitable due to the lack of space. 

Section 2- Who should not attend 

There will be some children in the eligible year groups or whose parents are on the critical worker list who still should not 

attend. These are those who are particularly vulnerable to the Covid-19 virus. Attendance of all eligible children is not com-

pulsory at the moment and there are no penalties for non-attendance. 

There are 2 categories of vulnerability (please see Table 1). 

Children who are shielded and clinically extremely vulnerable (those in the category 1 part of the table) should not attend 

school and should continue to stay at home. Government guidelines state that children living with a family member in the 

category 1 should ‘only attend an educational or childcare setting if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and, in the 

case of children, they are able to understand and follow these instructions.’ This may not be possible for our Nursery, Recep-

tion and Year 1 pupils. If stringent social distancing cannot be adhered to, we do not expect those pupils to attend. 

Children who are in category 2 on the table should seek medical advice and will be risk assessed before a decision is made on 

whether that pupil should return to school. Those pupils that live with a family member in category 2 on the table should be 

able to return to school, subject to a risk assessment. 

Section 3- Following Government Guidelines on Social Distancing 



Returning to school will mean significantly more exposure to other people than any of us have been used to in recent 

months.  Everyone in school, both children and adults, will be relying on the sensible and appropriate actions of others for 

their own health and safety. Therefore, we need to be sure that every pupil returning to school has followed the government 

guidelines on social distancing in the run up to reopening. Unfortunately, we have had many reports of families in the village 

breaking lock down guidelines and not adhering to social distancing. We cannot allow the actions of the few to put staff and 

pupils’ well-being at risk. Any family who are at the subject of these reports will be contacted by the school and will not be 

allowed a place until two weeks of social distancing have been completed. We will be asking all families to sign a declaration 

that they have followed government guidelines and will continue to do so whilst accessing our school provision.  This is to 

ensure we can continue to open school to those pupils eligible for a place and consider wider opening.  

Section 4- Safety Measures 

Upon returning to school, your child will find a number of safety measures in place which will change how the school looks, 

feels and operates. We would be grateful if you could discuss these with your child so that they are prepared for this change 

and not overwhelmed when they come in force the first time. We have drawn upon government recommendations as well as 

requests from staff and governors to decide how we will make the learning environment safe for everyone. We are still de-

signing how the school will look so please bear with us if there are any changes to the list below: 

• Drop-off and collection of children will be at staggered times. 

• Only one parent should accompany their child to school and collect at the end of the day. 

• The emergency contacts for your child must be up to date and cannot be a shielded person as they will not be able 

to collect a child should the need arise. 

• Parents are asked not to gather at entrances, doors or gates or on the driveway. We will make drop off and collec-

tion protocols clear and ask parents not to enter the school unless it is by a prearranged appointment.  

• Children will be asked to wash their hands before entering the building using one of our new outside sinks.  

• Year groups and groups of vulnerable children and critical workers will be divided into smaller groups which have 

been referred to as ‘bubbles’. Each bubble will have one adult that will remain with them. These bubbles will not, as 

far as possible, be rotated or mixed with any other group, to keep any transmission to a minimum. 

• Each child will have a designated table, positioned away from any others as far as space allows. For younger chil-

dren, resources will be spaced to be used easily without contact. 

• Resources and stationery will be allocated to each child and kept for that child so that several children do not have 

access to the same resources and thereby keeping transmission to a minimum. Parents should not send in any sta-

tionery items with their child, from home.  

• There will be hand sanitiser stations placed around the school with frequent use and reminders for children. 

• PPE may be worn by staff as the school deems necessary and for first aid. 

• Activities will be tailored to allow for as much space between pupils as possible. 

• As many activities as possible will take place outdoors. 

• Movement around school will be kept to a minimum. 

• Soft furnishings and any hard to clean resources will be removed from classrooms or covered. 

• Break and lunch times will be staggered as much as possible and taken outside when feasible. 

• Lunch will be taken within the smaller groups. Please send in a named packed lunch as our school lunches will not be 

immediately available. 

•  Outside play areas will be divided up, so that children can play outside whilst remaining in their allocated groups. 

• Rigorous cleaning procedures are in place throughout the day. 

• We will need to close the school for one day a week, to allow all teaching staff to take their planning time and stay in 

touch with those children not in school, without having to rotate the supervising adult for each group, and to allow 

for deep cleaning of the school. 

• A system will be set up in our corridors to allow for safe movement around the school, whilst reducing contact with 

other people. 

• Reducing the number of belongings and resources that are transferred between home and school. Where possible, 

homework will be online or not require paper to be taken home. 

• Reading books will not routinely be sent home. We may send them home in batches and they will then need to be 

quarantined when returned to school and cleaned before lending out again. 

• No toys to be brought into school unless it is for a younger, anxious child. In this case it will be cleaned upon entry to 

school and kept for that child’s use only.  



• PHSCE lessons will be taken daily in school to address, well-being, mental health, hygiene and health and safety 

measures expected in school and the reasons for all the changes.  Our children’s emotional health and education is 

very important.  

 

Section 5- Hygiene Measures 

Children and staff must follow increased hygiene practices in school: 

• Frequent hand washing with soap and water for 20 seconds and dry thoroughly. We will discuss the guidance on 

hand cleaning with pupils and staff. Please see the hand washing guide on : 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQCP7waTRWU&feature=youtu.be 

• Hands to be cleaned on arrival at school, before and after eating and after sneezing or coughing. 

• Pupils will be encouraged to avoid touching their mouth, eyes and nose. 

• Staff and pupils to use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze into and use the bins for tissue waste. (Please see 

the ‘Catch it, bin it, kill it’ poster). 

Staff will be available to provide help for young children who may have trouble cleaning their hands independently. 

Songs and games will be taught to make this routine. 

If any child or member of staff in a bubble becomes symptomatic, the whole bubble will be closed for a deep clean of their 

area. If the symptomatic child or staff member will then need to apply for a test and, if he/she tests positive, everyone in the 

bubble will be required to self –isolate for 14 days. 

In order for us to keep everyone safe, it is imperative that contact details are kept up to date and that phones are kept 

switched on and that your designated emergency contacts are contactable at all times. 

Section 6-Preparing your child for school 

Because we have had such a lengthy period out of school and due to the uncertain way of life we have at the moment, the 

staff will be working on a ‘Recovery Curriculum’.  This will be largely based on social and emotional support and develop-

ment, confidence and self-esteem, working through our new ‘normal’ and mental health, as well as a back to basics approach 

to ensuring that skills are practised and brought up to date, with any gaps being plugged by appropriate interventions or 

whole group lessons.  This will be a work in progress and be adapted as the children return, once we have worked with them 

and identified their needs.  We will not simply be able to carry on ‘where we left off’.   

Many children will be feeling anxious about the current situation and coming back to school. Even children who have previ-

ously presented as resilient and able to manage change well could struggle. We would ask that you discuss the return to 

school with your child and the talk through all the changes that have been put into place and the reasons for doing so.  

Other activities that you can put into place to manage your child’s anxieties are: 

• Keeping a calm box or similar for children to use before or just after school 

• Deep breathing using the diaphragm (place hands on tummy and watch them move) 

• Bouncing or rhythmic activities: star jumps, drumming, marching, rocking chair, dancing 

• Listening to calm music or poetry 

• Heavy pushing, carrying or pulling activities 

• Social stories (Carol Gray) with children to ease anxiety and prepare for changes to routine. These are short descrip-

tions of a particular situation or event which include specific information about what to expect in a situation and 

why. Creating a social story about returning to school might be very helpful. 

 

Please look out for our final, detailed plans for re-opening.  These will be emailed and put on our website. 

Thank you for taking time to read this guide and help us in preparing your children for a return to school.   The additional 

resources included below will help you through.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

• What to do to prepare for a return to school 

 

 

 

If your child is eligible for a school place and you haven’t already done so, complete the online form expressing 

whether or not you would like to return your child back to school 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FnTKA710S0-

JwZFKuy2eX1F66TGuMkZNk7fEZFRjbcVUNjFEQjVSUUVTNk1HNFIwMEw3VlZGTVRTNi4u 

Read through the guidance and talk about things regularly with you child, especially: 

• Changes that they will notice in school. 

• Handwashing techniques and watch the handwashing guide: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQCP7waTRWU&feature=youtu.be 

• Read through and discuss the ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ poster 

• Ask your child to practice not touching his/her face 

•  

Complete the declaration attached to confirm you have followed government guidelines on social distanc-

ing and will continue to do so and that you understand/support all measures in place. 

 

Await further information from the school 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQCP7waTRWU&feature=youtu.be


 

Table 1- Categories of Vulnerability 

Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (Category 1) 

• Have had an organ transplant 

• are having chemotherapy or antibody treatment for cancer, including immunotherapy 

• are having an intense course of radiotherapy (radical radiotherapy) for lung cancer 

• are having targeted cancer treatments that can affect the immune system (such as pro-

tein kinase inhibitors or PARP inhibitors) 

• have blood or bone marrow cancer (such as leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma) 

• have had a bone marrow or stem cell transplant in the past 6 months, or are still taking 

immunosuppressant medicine 

• have been told by a doctor they you have a severe lung condition (such as cystic fibrosis, 

severe asthma or severe COPD) 

• have a condition that means they have a very high risk of getting infections (such as SCID 

or sickle cell) 

• are taking medicine that makes them much more likely to get infections (such as high 

doses of steroids) 

• have a serious heart condition and are pregnant 
 

Clinically Vulnerable (Category 2) 

• are 70 or older 

• are pregnant 

• have a lung condition that's not severe (such as asthma, COPD, emphysema or bronchitis) 

• have heart disease (such as heart failure) 

• have diabetes 

• have chronic kidney disease 

• have liver disease (such as hepatitis) 

• have a condition affecting the brain or nerves (such as Parkinson's disease, motor neu-

rone disease, multiple sclerosis or cerebral palsy) 

• have a condition that means they have a high risk of getting infections 

• are taking medicine that can affect the immune system (such as low doses of steroids) 

• are very obese (a BMI of 40 or above) 
 



 

 

  



 


