
 

 

A Charter for reopening schools for a phased return – from 1st June 2020 
  
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement, the government has an ambition to promote a phased return for 
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children back into school from 1st June, based on the available medical and 
scientific advice. This is dependent on 5 key tests being met and on the 28th May the government will assess their 
current lockdown regulations and decide whether the return of children into school can take place. 
 

In consultation with the Local Authority and local school leaders, a robust risk assessment based on the 
government’s guidance has been put in place. This has been shared with school staff and is the focus of our 
planning. We are doing everything we can to ensure the site is safe, but we cannot eliminate all risk. 
 

Policy amendments have been agreed by our staff and governors for new guidance in; Behaviour management, 
SEND provision, Mental Health, Personal, Social and Health Education, Early Years, Staff code of Conduct and The 
Curriculum.  It is fair to say that ‘school’ will be a very different experience for us all.  Whilst health and safety is 
our number one concern, the staff will work hard to ensure that pupils’ mental health and well-being are top of 
the list in terms of our provision. Health and Safety guidance has steered us through some difficult conundrums to 
solve but we feel we have a workable plan.  
 

These changes in provision, particularly behaviour and routine changes, will be shared with parents so that they 
can share these with their children before they come into school, making the changes easier to adopt.  Our plans 
can only be successful and provide the safety that we all deserve if everyone follows the guidance carefully.  It will 
seem quite dictatorial however, you will come to realise that these routines are in place to maintain safety.  
 

Set out below is our step by step guide to the provision we are able to make: 
 

• Each class will be set up in groups of no more than 10, the maximum we feel can be accommodated in 
our classrooms, with a designated teacher or teaching assistant. In the nursery, this number is reduced to 
7, due to space and age of the children. These classes are referred to as ‘bubbles’ in the media. 

• As the classes are being split into smaller ‘bubbles’, your child may not be taught by their class teacher 
but by another teacher from a different year group, they may also not be in their own classroom. 

• The children in these groups will stay together at all times and will not be allowed to mix with other 
children in school, reducing social contact.  

• Break and lunch times will be staggered and the children will play and eat together in their ‘bubbles’ in an 
allocated area, outside where possible. Social distancing will be encouraged but we appreciate this is 
difficult to achieve with our youngest children. 

• There will be a staggered start and end to the day with times for each group to be dropped off and 
collected. This is to reduce the number of parents at key points around the school and therefore enable 
everyone to maintain social distancing. 

• The DFE guidance makes it clear that primary aged children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart 
from each other and staff. Our focus, therefore, will be on limiting social contact and mixing by keeping 
the children in their ‘bubbles’ at all times, ensuring frequent hand cleaning and good hygiene practices 
and regularly cleaning equipment and school. 

• The curriculum will be amended to include a ‘recovery curriculum’.  The staff will focus on well-being, 
self-esteem, confidence and mental health ahead of the academic subjects, and then will focus on 
plugging any identified gaps that may have arisen.  Learning will be outside as much as the weather and 
space allows. 

• The school will be closed to all visitors, except for essential maintenance and safety reasons. Parents are 
not permitted to enter the school building, but to contact the school office by email or telephone if they 
have concerns or wish to raise a question. 

• School will remain open to key workers’ and vulnerable children from Monday to Friday.  
• For all other year groups, (Nursery pre-school, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6) school will close on a Friday; 

this is to allow us to deep clean the classes and equipment; to provide time for staff to plan, provide 



home learning resources and to continue weekly phone calls to children at home.  This reduces contact 
and the need for other adults to cover for the PPA (planning, preparation and assessment) time.  

• Any parents who decide not to send their children to school at this time will not be penalised or fined by 
the Local Authority. 

• For all other pupils not returning to school, home learning will continue. 
• There will be a team of staff, unable to come into school, who will be working on home learning and 

staying in contact with children and families.   
• Parents are encouraged to stay in touch with class teachers via email. 
• Mrs Huntington and Mrs Cowley are available via email should anyone have issues they wish to discuss.   

Our timetable for a phased reopening 
(Dependent on the government re-assessment on 28th May) 

 

DATE YEAR GROUPS COMING TO 
SCHOOL 

OTHER NOTES START/FINISH TIME 

Tues 2nd  June Nursery Children (aged 3-4, due 
to start school in Sept 2020) 

Open Monday to Thursday 
(after 2.6.20) 

Start: 8.50   Finish: 2.45 

Weds 3rd June Reception Children  Open Monday to Thursday Start: 8.40   Finish 2.50 

Mon 8th June  Year 1 Children Open Monday to Thursday Start: 8.35  Finish 2.55 

Weds 10th June  Year 6 Children  Open Monday to Thursday  Start 8.30  Finish 3.00 

1st June - No 
change, ongoing 

Key workers’ and vulnerable 
children 

Open Monday to Friday by 
arrangement with parents 

As arranged with 
individual families 

- Siblings should be brought and collected at the YOUNGEST child’s time 
- Parents must be prompt in bringing children, and be prepared to wait if there are a lot of parents at the 

school entrance.  Parents and children must observe social distancing outside school.  
- The school staff will bring the children out to the playground at the allocated time for collection.  
- Where there is congestion, we will allow parents of the youngest children to leave before bringing out 

older children.  
- Key worker’s children will continue to come to school at pre-agreed times and should observe social 

distancing along with anyone else arriving or leaving at the same time.  
NB: These plans will change if we have substantially more children in school at a later date.  

 

Year group Adult leading teaching Supporting adult Room allocation  

Nursery 3-4 year 
olds 

Kate Drew Charlotte Randall, Jessica 
Strachan, (Sara Steele, Emma 
Taylor – support) 

Nursery building and 
outdoor area 

Reception  Rachel Evans-Cook Sally Perkins Honeybee’s classroom 

Year 1 Kerry Monks Karen Nicholls Panda’s Classroom  

Year 6 Dean Ryan  Helen Day Rhino’s Classroom 

Key workers’ 
children – group 1 

Katherine Edmondson 
 
Jon Dale  
 

Helen Elliott Polar Bear’s Classroom 

Key workers’ 
children – group 2 

Michelle Williams Snow Leopard’s 
Classroom 

Pupils needing 1-1 
support  

Katherine Barnes, Abbi 
Huntington, 

The staff will continue to provide home learning packs 
and on-line coaching sessions as necessary for the pupils 
concerned and will support home learning or school 
sessions where appropriate and arranged by school. 

Home learning/in 
school support 

Linda Copp 

Home Learning for 
those children not 
coming to school  

Katie Ratkovic, Ryker 
Barrowcliffe, Daksha Prosser, 
Maria Lima-Smith, Cheryl 
Walters, Karen Williamson 

These staff will remain off site and will provide email, 
website and video contact for pupils not in school. They 
will be available all week and parents should contact 
them if they are having difficulties. This team of staff will 
then work on who is best to provide the support if their 
class teacher is involved in other teaching.  



• If we have a substantial rise in the number of children wanting to return, the above plans will be revised 
and there is then potential for a part time rota to be put in place.  

• If you are a Key worker and your child is in Reception or Year 1, you will need to decide if you want them 
to come to school on a Friday. If you do then they will remain in a Key Worker class and will not be part of 
their normal class for the remainder of this term, unless guidance changes. 

• Families who rely on child minders for before and after school care, will only be permitted to send their 
children to school if they are in the key worker group or when we are happy that similar measures for 
safety are in place – ie social distancing and hygiene.  This is because the government guidance states that 
they should be arranged in class groups and be taught by one adult.  They should not be part of two 
groups, which they would if they were to be cared for by a childminder as well as come to school. We 
have to be a little flexible here to support parents, but need to be mindful of safety. 

• Main school children will be met by Mrs Huntington at the gate and then be expected to go to their 
classroom by themselves, which they are quite capable of doing.  Staff will be on hand in the early days in 
case of any upset.  

• Parents of nursery children should approach Mrs Huntington at the gate and take their children to the 
nursery where they will be met by staff, on the playground to avoid the need for additional adults to go 
inside the building.  

• Parents will be expected to read through and agree to the conditions we have laid out in a guidance 
booklet, in order that we can control measures put in place to keep our children and staff as safe as 
possible.  There will be a ‘back to school form’ to sign.  

• Any child found not adhering to the new guidance will be sent home.  There will be sanctions for staff not 
following the code of conduct and if families allow their children to mix outside school, with people other 
than their family and do not keep a distance of 2m from their chosen ‘additional person’ outside school, 
the child will not be allowed to attend for 14 days so that an isolation period can take place.  

• Any child found to be symptomatic of the virus or other illness will be isolated and asked to be collected 
immediately. Therefore, parents must give the school an up to date contact number where they can be 
reached AT ALL TIMES. Guidance can be found on government bulletins.  
 

Children should not come into school if they are classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to a pre-existing 
medical condition or if they live with someone who is shielding. Parents should seek medical advice if their child is 
classified as clinically vulnerable. Please visit this link for more information: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-andsafe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-
social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people. 
   

New Policy Amendments:  
Our website has policy amendments in; Behaviour, Safeguarding, SEND, Mental Health and Well-being and Early 
years.  An amended staff code of conduct is also in place for all staff working at Honeybourne Primary Academy. 
 

Our ‘recovery curriculum’ is a work in progress and will be tailored to the needs of our children.  Part of this is our 
approach to marking work, managing paper resources and homework.  Our aim is to allay any fears or worries the 
children may have for our new look school, routines or current situation.  We appreciate the changes have come 
in quickly and may seem scary compared to school prior to lockdown.  However, all measures are in place 
following substantial risk assessments.  Our priority is the safety and well-being for our whole community and 
there will be plenty of opportunities for the children to chat to staff and for us to help them through any worries 
or anxieties they may have.  Please don’t expect everything to fall into place immediately as it will take the 
children returning, a little while to become accustomed to our new environment.   
 

This guidance will be updated as and when the situation changes and in accordance with new information from 
government sources, the local authority or local families/situations.  This is a starting point and we will learn from 
our experiences each day in school and amend our practice in whatever way we see fit to ensure the good health, 
safety and education of our children, staff and families. 
 
Agreed by the Full Governing Body on 27th May 2020.  All of the above is subject to announcements by the DfE 
or changing circumstances. Honeybourne Primary Academy trust reserves the right to change these 
arrangements at short notice according to need. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-andsafe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-andsafe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing#clinically-vulnerable-people

